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‘“The best job in Rugby”’

Canon Mervyn Hughes, President, Gloucester RFC

Some years ago, on accepting, once again, the Office of President of the Club,
I thanked the Membership present at the AGM for ‘electing me to the best job
in Rugby’. And, although a great deal has happened since then — not least
the renovations to the Ground, forced by the Safety of Sports Grounds Act —
I have no reason whatever to change that opinion.

The day-to-day running of the Club falls on the broad shoulders of the
Chairman, the Secretaries, the Treasurer and the various Committee
Members, and we are all eternally grateful for their continuing and hard
work, but the President can sometimes sit back and take a look at the overall
view.

It seems to me that Gloucester RFC has never been in better shape to face
the challenges of an ever more demanding future. The demands of our ground
developments have placed a strain on our finances, but problems are there
to be solved, and we have the people, the expertise, and the will, to solve
them.

On the field, the future looks bright, and it gives me very great pleasure
to watch the stream of highly promising young players, emerging and
challenging for First XV honours. We hear a great deal of adverse comment
about the young people of today, but anyone who thinks that the future is
bleak should come along to Kingsholm, occasionally.

We have a great deal to be thankful for at Gloucester — excellent players,
fine facilities, the best supporters in English Rugby, and above all, a
wonderful Club spirit which makes its presence felt far beyond the confines
of Kingsholm.

The Presidency of Gloucester Rugby Football Club is still the best job in
Rugby, and I'm grateful to you for allowing me to continue to hold it.



“Looking forward with
confidence”

Peter Ford, Chairman, Gloucester RFC

We started the 1987/8 season on a high note with an away win at Swansea.
The big disappointment came very much later, when we lost to Wasps at
home, putting an end to our run in the John Player Special Cup, and dashing
any hopes we had of winning the League.

This about sums the season up — high spots, and low points, with the ‘highs’
just about outnumbering the ‘lows’.

In fact, we had a great deal to be pleased about. Keith Richardson, in his
first season as Club Coach, made an immediate impact, and Marcus
Hannaford led the First XV with great enthusiasm. He’ll find the experience
invaluable in 1988/9.

David Pointon enjoyed yet another successful season as United Captain,
but has now decided to hang up his boots. We owe him our grateful thanks
for all his efforts over the years. He’ll be a hard act to follow, but we wish
Dave Spencer a successful season in a job which is so vital to the future of
the Club.

And, talking about the future, it was immensely encouraging to see our
Colts side go through the season unbeaten. This season, even more young
players have come along to try their luck, and it is clear that we have an
enormous reservoir of talent, ‘waiting in the wings’ when the chance comes.

Five of last season’s Colts joined us on our highly enjoyable tour to
Portugal. We were impressed by their performances and their standard of
play, and the experience, both on and off the field, is certain to stand them
is good stead.

There are so many people to thank in summing up a season, that it is often
difficult to know where to start, but pride of place, this year, must go to Dr.
Tom Durkin, who has also announced his retirement as Club Medical Officer.
He has been involved with Gloucester RFC for more years than I care to
recall, and was, in fact, one of the first Doctors to hold such a post in First
Class Club Rugby. So many players have had reason to be grateful for his
skills, over the years — nothing was ever too much trouble. Although he has
decided to take a rest, 'm sure he won’t be left undisturbed for long. Thanks
for everything, ‘Doc’ !

The various Secretaries, and the Treasurer have all worked extremely
hard, as have all the Committees. Our thanks are due to them all, as they
are to so many other people. The ladies who provide refreshments after the
home games, our generous Sponsors, the chaps who look after the pitch . ..
the list is seemingly endless, but it’s their efforts which make our great Club
what it is.
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A word with the coach

Keith Richardson,
Coach, Gloucester RFC

“It no longer matters how many matches you win during a season”, says
Gloucester coach Keith Richardson, who is now in his second season back at
Kingsholm. Richardson, the former Gloucester and Bath prop, is in charge
of a Gloucester squad eager to do well and he knows he must send them out
for the ‘big’ games in the right frame of mind.

“In my playing days a season was judged by how many matches had been
played against how many won. Nowadays that does not matter. You can play
47 and lose 30, but you will be forgiven if you win the vital League and Cup
matches.”

Wycliffe College master Richardson was appointed coach last season when
Bob Redwood stepped down and it is his second spell in that position having
spent one season in charge during the early 1980’s. Since then the game has
altered drastically with the introduction of the Courage Leagues.

“Our games have worked out well for this season and fixture secretary
Peter Ford has it well organised — when a League or Cup match falls on a
Saturday we no longer have top level games on the previous Wednesday. In
the past we have struggled by playing, for example Pontypool on Wednesday
and then the Harlequins in the League a few days later.

Now we have the opportunity to give more players first class experience
with a Saturday team and a Midweek side, which will still be extremely
powerful.

This gives players the chance to rest, no longer being forced to play major
matches twice a week through most of the season”.

“It is a pity but it looks likely that the really hard friendly fixture will
become a thing of the past. And, looking further forward I believe an Anglo-
Welsh League is the next step along the line for English rugby with perhaps,
later, a European League taking in League and Cup winners from England,
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France, Scotland, Ireland and Wales. That is a great prospect — European
matches would really pack the grounds.”

When Richardson arrived back at Gloucester to start his new job last
season he saw it as a settling period, needing to assess the clubs playing
strength and see exactly what the situation was at Kingsholm. Now, after a
year in charge, he goes into the new season full of confidence wanting to win
the Courage Championship and the newly named Pilkington Cup — the old
John Player competition.

“We have worked hard during the pre-season period, adopting a simple
approach to the game and practising skills at high speed. Yes, you could look
around and say we could do with a player in this or that position, but in
Rugby Union you work with what you have and I would hate to see that
change. We have the players at Kingsholm capable of bringing success to the
club, a close knit spirit and a squad which will produce an excellent team.”

Richardson looks back on last season’s defeat against Wasps — which ended
Gloucester’s Championship and Cup hopes — with the thought that it could
yet prove a useful result.

“We hated it at the time, but it brought us back to earth and forced us to
look again at our approach to the game. Training was much improved after
that defeat and players were prepared to work on their basic skills. And it
is basics which win rugby matches, not occasional inspiration. The players
have worked hard. We may not have any big names — there are no current
England internationals and not many from last season’s South West team in
our squad — but that could easily work in our favour. Gloucester are generally
inspired when they come up against big name teams full of internationals.

“We have the players, now [ must ensure they bring out their best form for
League and Cup matches.”

Keith Richardson was talking to Terry Philips of the Citizen.

Garth Cromwell, who has been Gloucester’s
leading rugby referee for some time, is helping
Cherry and White coach Keith Richardson with
training this season by providing technical
support.

Cromwell, the former Longlevens back-row
forward and RFU panel referee, who was advised
by doctors to quit after officiating for 18 years will
help at Kingsholm whenever he can.




A Captains
View

Marcus Hannaford
talks to

Terry Phillips

of the

Citizen

There is a feeling of confidence at Kingsholm this season and I believe we
are on the verge of one of those ‘bumper’ Gloucester seasons. We have not
had a really outstanding season for a while, but I have the feeling that either
the current campaign or the next will prove to be one of those years the
players and supporters will not forget.

There is a great team spirit at Gloucester — that was underlined during
the week long tour to Portugal — and during the close season constructive
discussions between Players and the Committee improved the understanding
of each others problems.

These meetings continue to prove useful and everybody has approached
this season with one aim in mind — to do everything to ensure we do well on
the pitch.

We have the potential with top quality players and an excellent, highly
respected coach in Keith Richardson. That, supported by the full backing of
the committee and the tremendous support from those who pay at the
turnstiles each week — surely is the recipe for good times ahead.

Last season was my first as captain. I went into a new job with new
responsibilities and I enjoyed those responsibilities both on and off the pitch.
It was not a fantastic season from my own point of view. I would have liked
to have produced better form consistently, but I believe I had the right
response from the players and gained their respect.

Now, with that first season behind me, I look forward to regaining the form
which took me close to a call-up for England not so long ago. Unfortunately
the England Selectors went for experience when I was in the frame for a
place, but at the age of 25 I still have the chance to breakthrough. The next
two seasons are going to provide my best chance of staking a claim and
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hopefully my form with Gloucester will give the England selectors a nudge.
And that goes for all Gloucester players. If everybody knuckles down and we
hit form then the selectors will start going out of their way to watch us and
more of our players will be given the chance to play representative rugby.
Hooker Kevin Dunn is one who immediately springs to mind. He was
unfortunate not to be given a chance within the England set-up last season,
but he did earn a place in the England B squad and can press on from there.
Others will be looking to gain selection for the South West squad — and if
Gloucester start the season well there is no reason, why we should not have
a strong party from Kingsholm named for the Divisional championships. Our
most disappointing match of last season was certainly the clash with Wasps,
which counted towards the Courage Clubs Championship and the John
Player Cup. Having lost we were out of the chase for the Championship and
the Cup. It was a day when Wasps played well and caught us in mediocre
form. Their forwards gained the upper hand and Wasps’ scrum-half Nigel
Melville had the luxury of playing behind a pack going forward. But we can
improve on that. On our day we are a match for anybody.

We had some excellent wins — like that opening success against Swansea
away — and some disappointing defeats, like the 10—8 defeat against
Pontypool when we really should have won. But when you consider that
several senior players like John Gadd and Mike Teague drifted off the scene,
(although it was good to see Mike return to Kingsholm after Christmas) it
was a reasonable season. Everybody, particularly myself as captain, learned
from our experiences over the season and we are back ready for the new
challenge.

A new role
for Fred

Fred Reed, the former Gloucester hooker and coaching assistant to Keith
Richardson, is the new team secretary at Kingsholm. He has taken over from
Mike Nicholls, who, after many years in the position, stepped down at the
end of last season. Mike stays on the main committee.
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So you think you know
your Gloucester?

Here’s a quiz to test how much you really know about Kingsholm and
Gloucester RFC generally. We'll start with an easy one.

This is the first year book — style publication produced by Gloucester RFC
since the Club’s Centenary. Which year was that?

Who was Gloucester RFC’s accredited first Captain?
In which year did Gloucester move to Kingsholm?
And who were the Club’s first opponents on the Kingsholm ground?

Who, before Ruari McClean, was the last Gloucester player to take part
in a full Scottish International Trial?

And who was the last full Scottish International to play for Gloucester?

John Gadd may not have a full England Cap, but he has played for
England at Twickenham, and, what’s more, scored two tries. Who were
the opponents?

Against whom did Mike Burton make his full International debut?

9 Willie Jones was one of Gloucester’s most distinguished outside halves.

10

11

12

Can you name the positions in which these other members of the ‘Jones
Boys’ usually played?
(a) Les Jones

(b) Gordon Jones
(¢) Brian Jones

In which City church can you see a memorial to a Gloucester wing three
quarter?

John Fidler and Steve Mills were not the first Gloucester players to
represent England against Argentina. Who was?

And another easy one to finish with. What do the following Gloucester
players have in common?

(a) Willie Jones

(b) Johnny Thornton

(c) Les Jones

Answers appear on page 32.







