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“It’s all very encouraging”

Canon Mervyn Hughes, President, Gloucester RFC

There can seldom have been a time when all of us who owe allegiance to
Gloucester RFC have had as much to be cheerful about. Last season’s record
must surely establish us as one of the two best sides in England, there is a
wealth of talent among the players, right down to Colts level, and developments
at Kingsholm will soon ensure that we have one of the best grounds in the
country.

Several players have received representative honours, since last year’s Year
Book was published, culminating in Mike Teague’s magnificent display for the
British Lions in Australia, and several others may well be on the threshold of
such recognition.

It’s all very encouraging, but such success doesn't come easily, or without the
devoted hard work of many people. Many of them you know well: the Club
Coach and his excellent team, for example, but so many helpers give their time
and effort without seeking any recognition. Week in, week out, kit has to be
washed, turnstiles manned, the scoreboard kept ticking over and many other
duties performed which are not immediately obvious to the casual observer.

At Gloucester, we have always been extremely fortunate in being able to call
upon the services of a large band of voluntary helpers, and if someone finds
he (or she) can’t continue, for one reason or another, someone else has always
stepped forward to fill the gap.

Quite simply, I believe Gloucester RFC to be the best Club in the game, and
the hard work of so many people, in their respective spheres, contributes
immeasurably towards that happy position.

On behalf of everyone — players, Officials, supporters and visitors — let me
thank, most sincerely, all those people who participate.

And let’s go on to even greater things.



“Very satisfactory”

Peter Ford, Chairman, Gloucester RFC

The 1989/9 season proved to be a very satisfactory one, with excellent wins
against Bath and Leicester, among others. The first XV finished as Runners-up
in the Courage Clubs Championship, and Semi-Finalists in the Pilkington
Cup. We mustn'’t forget, either, that both the United and the Colts, upon whom
we depend for our future playing strength, also had very good seasons.

Mike Hamlin, John Etheridge, Kevin Dunn, Ian Smith and Richard Pascall
all played for the England ‘B’ side, which shows we have strength in depth.

And what a season for Mike Teague! After his highly successful, and well-
deserved recall to the England team, he joined the British Lions’ tour of
Australia, proved to be the team’s outstanding player, and was named ‘Man of
the Series’ for his performances in the Test Matches.

Mike Hamlin takes over from Marcus Hannaford as Club Captain this
season. We must thank Marcus for his efforts as skipper, which led us to the
excellent results we had last year, and wish Mike the very best of luck in his
quest to do even better.

Dave Spencer deserves our thanks too. He proved a very fine leader of the
United, last season, and we're delighted that he has agreed to carry on in that
very important capacity.

Keith Richardson, and his happy band of helpers, have proved to be a
highly effective coaching team. It's good to see that Keith's talents have been
recognised to the extent that he has now been given the responsibility for
coaching the South West Divisional side this season, and we're sure he will be
equally successful in that sphere.

But now to other matters. Development at the ground continues. and we
hope to have the new Hospitality Boxes with standing accommodation below,
completed by the end of this season. When the work is completed, we shall
have a capacity of around 15,000, and facilities among the very best in the
country. This factor certainly had a bearing on the excellent news that we are
to stage one of the matches in the World Cup, featuring the "All Blacks’ no
less. That will be in 1991, which by happy coincidence, is the year in which we
celebrate 100 years of Rugby at Kingsholm, and you'll be hearing much more
about that, as time goes on.

I must also add my thanks to those of our President for all the help which is
provided by so many people, in so many different ways. It is also only right to
thank the Referees Society for providing officials at all matches, and the
‘Citizen’, Severn Sound and Radio Gloucestershire, who have covered all our
matches admirably, and do a great deal to promote rugby football.

Finally, may I wish all our loyal supporters — the best in English Rugby —
a most happy and enjoyable season.




“It’s a long way from
All Blues 2nds against
Spartans!”

It was too. Mike Teague’s answer to a query from Nigel Starmer Smith,
following the Lions Test triumph in Australia, has now passed into folklore,
and indeed, you'd have to know a fair amount about both local Rugby, and
Mike Teague himself, to appreciate it.

Even more revealing was the comment which followed it. In reply to a sally
about ‘Kingsholm grit’, Mike implied that he had to do well in Australia or
he’d never dare to show his face in the Players’ Bar again.

Perhaps that overstated it a bit, but the fact remains that we didn’t just
hope, or even expect, that, given the chance, he’d make a big impact — we
knew he would.

That interview took place before the announcement that ‘Teaguey’ had
been named ‘Man of the Series’, even though injury restricted his appearances
to two games. The accolade was certainly the greatest honour to befall a
Gloucester RFC man since the late Tom Voyce was made President of the
RFU, and probably the greatest playing honour ever. It came as something of
a surprise to learn that, pre-Teague, only two players — Don Rutherford, and
Tommy Voyce himself — had ever represented the British Isles at Test level,
and for the 1989 vintage to be considered to be the best of them exceeded
even our cherry-and-white-eyed expectations.

And don't forget — Mike was playing out of position. It was by no means
the first time that the Powers That Be had asked him to play at No. 6, but on
the other occasions, he had seemed a little lost, not the assured. electric
player to whom the Kingsholm Mafia had grown accustomed at No.8.

This time, however, he had put that uncertainty behind him. The best part
of a season playing for England in his new role, with differences in training
and coaching, had worked a transformation.

It has to be admitted that Mike's road to the ranks of the Great and Good
has not been a simple one. In fact. his career has been chequered. The ill-
starred defection to Cardiff. dalliances with Stroud, to say nothing of his
rejection of the Divisional side probably deprived him of the ultimate
honours for longer than was necessary. No doubt. every decision seemed to
be right at the time; hindsight is an exact science! But the really great man is
the one who bounces back from adversity, and Mike Teague has certainly
done that.

For those with cyes to see, the quality of the player has been obvious for
some time. Murray Mexted, the great All Black No.8, went on record as



saying that Mike Teague was the best opposite number he’d met on the 1985
New Zealand tour.

On another occasion, when the selectors picked six Gloucester forwards to
test the intended England pack during a Trial, Mike dissected the current
England No.8, John Scott, with clinical precision. In both cases, Teague was
giving away several inches in height, but it didn’t stop him winning far more
than his share of the ball at the tail of the line.

One of the secrets of Mike’s success has surely been the sheer level of
competition he’s had to see off to keep his place at Kingsholm. When he
returned from Cardiff, for example, there was a strong school of thought that
his replacement, Jeremy Bennett, should retain his place, and the No.6 spot
was effectively barred to him by his old friend and drinking partner, John
Gadd.

Gloucester has always been a phenomenal breeding ground for back-row
men. When John Gwilliam was Captain of Wales, he was forced to play in
the second row for Gloucester by the late Bob Hodge — and he was playing
with Charlie Dunn and Dennis Ihbotson!

Since then, we've never been short. Mike Potter, John Haines, Dick Smith,
Paul Wood, the underestimated Mike Longstaff and the great John Watkins
... no doubt you can think of others.

Indeed, the competition for “Teaguey’ is still as strong as ever it was,
whether he is to be regarded as a blindside or a No.8. Just think of the
possible combinations presently at the Club’s disposal: Messrs. Clarke,
Ashmead, Stanley, Sims, not to mention the incredible John Gadd, would
probably walk into just about any club back-row in the country. And there
are colts like Greg Keyse waiting impatiently in the wings.

Knowing Mike, he won't expect his place as of right. It wouldn’t be the first
time he has had to work his way through the United side before regaining
First XV status, but just as long as that nasty shoulder injury. sustained in
Australia, has been resolved, there doesn’t seem any reason why he shouldn’t
resume a distinguished International career.

He'll probably be needed too. The Fijians scored a couple of tries against
England which would have been snuffed out by a full-strength back row, and
the ‘B’ side’s performance against the same opposition didn’t reveal any
outstanding pretender to the throne.

One thing you can never do is write him off. He’s rebounded from
adversity too many times for that, and his undoubted wizardry, supported and
refined by the fiercest clubmate competition in English Rugby will stand him
in good stead.

‘Teaguey’ — you've done us proud.



‘Hambo’:

A profile of the
Club Captain,
Mike Hamlin

Years ago, one Wednesday evening, Cheltenham arrived at Kingsholm with a
young outside half. The game went the way that Cheltenham matches usually
do, and quite frankly, we weren’t all that impressed; ‘M. Hamlin’ was slightly
built and seemed a bit out of his depth. His boot looked as if it might be
useful, given time, but that was about all.

The rest, as they say, is history. Mike Hamlin switched his allegiance to
Gloucester, and now has a whole clutch of honours under his belt, including
a place in the England ‘B’ side, Divisional honours, and some full England
squad training. He is also Gloucester RFC’s Club Captain, a challenge which
most aspiring Rugby players would relish the chance of meeting.

That boot of his has certainly proved to be a gem. His line kicking has
crucified many an embattled pack, and he’s a better place kicker than he
thinks he is.

It always used to be said that if 'Hambo’ got his first kick in well, he’d go
on doing it throughout the whole game. Those days are largely behind him
now and there is no doubt that, among many highly experienced and
qualified judges — including some at National level — he is regarded as one
of the most accomplished outside-halves in the game.

His abilities with the ball in his hand are often underestimated; although
he doesn’'t make as many breaks as some of us would like, when he does
decide to have a go, he can be electrifying.

One game exemplifies this perfectly. In the days when Leicester were
undoubtedly the top side in the country, they came to Kingsholm to find that
a crop of last-minute illnesses and injuries had initiated a re-shuffle of the
Gloucester back division, Tim Smith found himself on the wing, Mike Evans
at outside-half. and Mike Hamlin dropped back to the unaccustomed position
of centre.

Mike played a handling game, that day. He scored one ‘beaut’ of a try,
cutting through the formidable Leicester defence like a cheesewire: those




extra few yards of space had worked wonders for him. Gloucester won
handily, in spite of the injury problems, and the undoubted quality of the
opposition.

No club ever had a more loyal, hard-working player, or more likeable chap
than Mike Hamlin. The announcement that he was to follow Marcus
Hannaford — with whom as half-back partner, Mike has an excellent
understanding, on and off the field — as Captain was greeted with pleasure
by the vast majority of people.

But would pleasant, likeable, Mike Hamlin meet the challenges posed by
today’s increasingly competitive game?

Looking back, another Leicester game would seem to provide the answer. A
couple of seasons ago, Gloucester had an away fixture against the “Tigers’ —
one which would have a crucial bearing on the forthcoming League structure.

Mike skippered the side that day, and a cracker of a game it proved to be.
Apart from anything else, it was played in a snowstorm, which didn’t exactly
help matters.

Conditions for kicking were appalling, and Tim Smith hadn’t had a good
day with the boot. Knowing that it could well be the last kick of the match,
and that much more than just the game depended on it, Mike decided to take
the responsibility himself, and sank it, with all the aplomb in the world.

That showed captaincy qualities of a high order. He'd taken the burden
and in those circumstances, showed a confidence in his own abilities, which
some people might not have thought he could exhibit.

Already this season, Mike has lived up to the confidence placed in him.
His play doesn’t seem to have suffered, and we can all think of excellent
players who have had problems in that direction, when faced with the
burdens of captaincy.

It couldn’t happen to a nicer fellow. Everyone hopes he makes a thundering
success of his season, and there seems no reason in the world why he
shouldn’t.

A New Job
for Mike

Legendary Captain and hooker, Mike Nicholls, has now taken over one of the
most important jobs in the Club — that of Fixture Secretary, complicated,
these days, by the advent of the League, among other things.

He succeeds the long-serving holder of the post, Chairman Peter Ford.
“Pete’s going to be a very hard act to follow”, says ‘Nick’, “But I can only do
my best.”

And as anyone who ever saw him in action knows, Mike Nicholls’ best is
very good indeed.
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So you think you know
your Gloucester?

The quiz in last year’s Yearbook proved extremely popular, so it's rather a case
of ‘now follow that’. Nevertheless, we'll have a go. Answers on page 32.

1

10

What do the following pairs of Gloucester players and opponents have in
common?

(a) John Fidler and Paul Ackford

(b) Graham Parker and Alistair Hignall

(¢) Mike Hamlin and Nigel Starmer Smith

Which Gloucester player appeared at outside half in a County Final, and
went on to tour South Africa with England?

What was the Kingsholm Ground called in the days before Gloucester
took it over?

When Gloucester shared the John Player Cup with Moseley, who had they
beaten in the Semi-Final?

That was in 1982. In which year did Gloucester last win the Cup outright?

Before Mike Teague, Tom Voyce and Don Rutherford were the only
Gloucester players to have appeared in Tests for the British Lions. However.
five players, apart from them, have toured with the Lions while playing for
Gloucester. Can you name them?

Which Gloucester player captained Gloucestershire in a County Final
twice in the same season?

Gloucester don’t play all their games at Kingsholm, of course. If the team
coach were travelling to the following grounds, which clubs would be
providing the opposition?

(a) Goldington Road (b) Aylestone Road (¢) Treland Avenue
Can you add the common surname to each of the following pairs of
players?

(a) Kevin and Charlie (b) Ronnie and John (¢) Gordon and Peter

On which date in the year might you have seen T. F. Huskisson playing
against Gloucester?






