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AARON DAVIS
ADRIAN OLVER
ALEX CODLING
ANDY DUKE
JUNIOR PARAMORE
JASON FORSTER
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JOE EWENS

DAN HARRIS
RICHARD ELLIOTT
JIMMY RICHARDS
VIRGIL HARTLAND
PHIL ELPHICK
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Support Paraplegics in
Rugby Enterprise

SPIRE

SPIRE helps all those
injured in rugby in
England who have been
left paraplegic or
tetraplegic.

SPIRE relies on voluntary
support and donations
to assist those who are
long term or
permanently disabled.
The Rugby Football
Union itself has made
and continues to make
substantial donations to
SPIRE from the revenue
received from ticket
sales for International
matches played at
Twickenham.

If you can help, please
get in touch. Your
assistance will be truly
appreciated by the
trustees and most
importantly the
beneficiaries of the
charity whose needs are
great.

from
The Administrative
Secretary, SPIRE

Registered Address:

41 Station Road

North Harrow

MIDDX HA2 75X

Tel and Fax: 0181 863 0220
Registered Charity no. 1068680

Cheltenham & Gloucester

Welcome to our second
Cheltenham & Gloucester Cup
final. This year’s tournament has
produced many tremendous
matches; however, we have now
arrived at the Cheltenham &
Gloucester ‘Groundhog Day’: a
Gloucester v Bedford final at
Northampton. It was such a
good match last year we thought
we would have another one.
Gloucester and Bedford, to
reach the final on both
occasions, have proven their

squad depth.

| would like to thank
Cheltenham & Gloucester for
their magnificent support of this
competition. | would also like to
thank our hosts Northampton
RFC for their contribution to

tonight’s occasion.

At the time of writing we have
just reached agreement on the
future of the European Rugby
Cup. | believe we have now
arrived at an economic and
political juncture whereby the

future of English club rugby is

Howard Thomas, Acting Chief
Executive of ERP, welcomes
you all to tonight’s encounter...

viable and can be developed in

harmony with our governing
bodies. We can look forward to
rugby occasions like tonight’s
final knowing we can enjoy them
for what they are — magnificent
sporting challenges providing
terrific entertainment for a

growing army of supporters.

On behalf of Cheltenham &
Gloucester and English Rugby
Partnership | would like to thank
all the supporters who have
attended the 34 previous
matches in this competition and
also wish the supporters of both
Gloucester and Bedford an

enjoyable and memorable night.

May the best team win!

Howard Thomas
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Cheltenham & Gloucester

A thrilling end to a fantastic competition

Once again, the Cheltenham &
Gloucester Cup has proved to be a
resounding success. Ve are proud to
be the sponsor of a competition that, in
its second year, has built on its
inaugural success and continued to
promote club rugby at its best. The
fans have been even more enthusiastic
than last year and benefited from some
top-class rugby matches. The teams
have been involved in a challenging
tournament, and it’s allowed C&G to
work with dedicated club staff in our
association with one of England’s

greatest Sports.

A repeat of last year's final is the last
thing anybody expected. With the
entrance of three new major clubs into
the Cup last November, the fight for
the title looked tough, and the ultimate

finalists were anyone’s guess.

However, we have a rematch. Bedford
are out for revenge and appear
confident following a rousing climax to
their semi-final draw against Newcastle.
But Gloucester seem determined to
retain their title as Cup holders; they
tore through Sale’s defence for their
place here tonight and will be looking
to send Bedford away with the runners

up prize for the second year running.

Whatever the result, it's sure to be a

great match - another thrilling end to
an exciting competition.
On behalf of C&G my

thanks go to all

those involved in

making it work.

ROGER BURDEN
Managing Director; Cheltenham

& Gloucester
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Once again we meet Gloucester in the final of the Cheltenham &

Gloucester Cup here at Franklins Gardens, a repeat of last year.
However, | hope the actual game is not a repeat as we were well
beaten. The Premiership One side took the title with an
impressive display which, hopefully, we can match today.

Although we beat Gloucester two weeks ago in the league that
should not mean anything, we should not judge today’'s outcome
on that. The teams have changed and we are playing at a neutral
ground. We must remember that we lost at Kingsholm earlier in
the season and so we have each won one. Although we are both
Premiership One teams this year, Gloucester must be the
favourites as they are the title holders, but favourites do not
always go home the winners. We have beaten many teams to get
through to this final, most notably Newcastle in the semi. That was
a difficult game, especially considering we had lost twice to them
in the league. But we battled well and were determined and never
backed down, we continued fighting until the end and were
rewarded with a place in today's final.

The competition has been useful for giving some of our
youngsters a game, as well as trying out players in different
positions. We have tried one of our props out playing in the
hooker position, even one of the centres ended up at no 8! It has
been difficult with such a small squad but we have used the
opportunities available.

Once again | would like to thank all of you who have travelled to
support us tonight. You commitment is outstanding and well
valued by the club. Lets hear you all cheering for The Blues.

On a final note, | would like to thank Cheltenham & Gloucester for
running this competition. It has been a good focus for clubs when
there have been no league games but it will be interesting to see
what happens next season on international days. In our times of
financial difficulties the cup has been beneficial, as it has provided
extra gate receipts as well as the substantial prize money.

| hope that tonight's game is as entertaining as last year and that
we can change the name of this competition from the Cheltenham
& Gloucester cup to the Cheltenham & Bedford cup!

Rudi Straeull
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Firstly, | would like to welcome you all to
tonight's Cheltenham and Gloucester Cup
Final. It is very strange to be playing the
same team in the same venue as we did
last year - | only hope it produces the
same result! Seriously though, Bedford
will, I am sure, present very stiff
competition. They have played very well
in their previous rounds in the cup and
have disposed of some very useful sides.
More importantly to us though, they beat
us in a very tight game a few weeks ago
and we will be looking to reverse the
outcome of that match. Bedford have
some tremendous players of the likes of
Ben Whetstone and Junior Paramore and
we will have to work extremely hard if we
are to retain the trophy which we won
here last year.

Turning to last weekend’s Tetley Bitter
semi-final against Wasps, | have to say
that everyone here at Gloucester was
very disappointed. | thought we played
very well, showing some determined
running. We were not intimidated by a
very strong and well-organised Wasps
side and indeed we may have achieved a
different result had a few key decisions
gone our way. It certainly seemed to me
that Terry had grounded the ball when the
referee ruled against him. Despite our
disappointment, we cannot allow
ourselves to dwell on this and must look
at the many positive sides of our cup run,
which has given us some fantastic
moments during a difficult season.

One such moment was the return of Phil
Vickery to the first team in the game
against Wasps. As you know, Phil’s injury

Cheltenham & Gloucester
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put him out of action for a long time but
he is a determined and committed player
who worked very hard to get himself
ready to play again. | know that he is very
popular with all of you and it is great to
see him back again.

We must however look
forward and tonight's
game is an
opportunity to do just
that. Many of our
young players will

be given a chance

to perform at the
highest level
this evening. |
am sure that
you have
been as
impressed
with many of

them, as |

have been.

Many of

these

players 8
are :
tremendous
prospects, and
tonight will hopefully give them
an opportunity to win a
professional competition for the
first time. It should give them a
taste for more!






